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Introduction 
Each of us has experienced great need in our own lives. Scripture responds to this need in two ways. Scripture “tells” us 
things and “shows” us things. Stories show human need and how Jesus responds. Teaching tells us how to interpret and 
how to understand God’s response to our need.   

Three Truths about People Who Seek Out Jesus 
1. They come with an all-consuming sense of need, a floodwater of emotions. 
2. They recognize that Jesus can help them at a fundamental level. 
3. They enter into a relationship with Jesus. 

Two Stories from the Gospel of Luke 
These two stories are very interesting because they both have the exact same ending. They are the only two places in the 
Bible where Jesus says, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” This is a profound blessing and affirmation from Jesus 
given to two strugglers who come to him with different senses of need.   

High Drama at the Dinner Table: Luke 7:36–50  
The woman is described as sinful and shameful—she’s even been shameless, she’s notorious, she comes with a 
reputation, and she is guilty. But she’s also been shamed. She’s an outcast. The scorn and hostility of those who see her 
is evident. She’s a socially unacceptable person. She’s a flood of muddy water. She comes to Jesus as he reclines at the 
table with a Pharisee. This story reveals the depth of the woman’s need to see Jesus. Jesus understood her fundamental 
need and accepted her. Jesus granted her forgiveness.  
An Unexpected Public Encounter: Luke 8:40–48 
A woman who had a discharge of blood for 12 years came up to Jesus in a very large crowd and touched the fringe of 
his garment. She is a different kind of outcast. She’s not described as sinful. She is ceremonially and socially “unclean” 
because of bleeding. She’s untouchable. In fact, she’s not even supposed to be in the crowd because she dirties the 
people she touches. Like the sinful woman in the chapter before, she is not socially welcome. Jesus’ touch heals her and 
she moves from public exclusion to public inclusion.  

How These Stories Express Your Need for Jesus 
At the end of the day, everyone faces a fundamental life or death choice. You can face life with a sense of darkness, or 
you can believe that God seeks to bless you. 
 

 
The Basic Principle of our Faith 
Christianity is about the humility of knowing your need, the humility of asking for help, and the humility of saying “thank 
you” and loving the One who helps you.  
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REFLECTION ACTIVITY 

This activity will have you model what you learned in this lesson about people who seek out Jesus: they know their need, they 
know Jesus can help, and they enter into relationship with him. Knowing your need is the first step. Take a moment and identify 
where you need help. In your need there is muddy water and specific things that you can identify. Write and reflect on one need 
in the space below. 

 

 

 

 

Believing Jesus can help you is your second step. As you remember who can help you, what is one phrase from the blessings of 
the Lord in Numbers 6:23–26 that most speaks to your need?  

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

the Lord make his face to shine up on you and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.  

 

 

 

 

Now, enter into relationship with God by asking for help and giving thanks. Write your own prayer in the space below. Or use 
the prayer written by David Powlison below. Personalize it with your struggle and with the promise of Numbers 6 that speaks 
most clearly to your need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

Our Lord, thank you, that when we are honest men and women, we know that the Spirit helps us in our weakness; that power is 
perfected in weakness; that Jesus sympathizes with our weakness; that the High Priest is able to deal gently and patiently with 
those who stray and err because he himself knows that he was beset with weakness.  

And thank you that it is in weakness that we are strong, and it is in guilt that we are forgiven, and it is in shame that we are 
covered, and it is in brokenness that we are fixed, and it is in dying that we have eternal life. It is when we see how foolish we 
are that we have wisdom. Lord, hear us as we ask you for help. 

And our Lord, hear us as we say, “Thank you. Thank you. Thank you so much for coming after us at the very places we most 
need coming after.” And we love you. We are grateful to you. And we wish to know you. And we wish to be formed into your 
image, and we pray this in your name. Amen.   


